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Des Moines, Iowa.
Thanks so much for helping bring these 
talented musicians to Des Moines, Iowa. 

Celtic Music Association has been bring-
ing in groups for fifteen years. The support 
network and management company were 
the most professional organization we have 
ever encountered. From advance CD’s and 
posters to contacting media they were great 
support in helping us promote this concert.  
Mike Glynn

Kingston, ON.
I just wanted to thank everyone for the 
successful concert in Kingston.  Mitch, you 
were very helpful and supportive in getting 
the ball rolling. Robin, thanks so much for 
all you did in getting the concert promoted 
so well. And Alan, you guys put on such a 
fantastic show. I know that everyone who 

attended was very impressed. I truly hope 
we can do something again in the future, and 
I hope this message finds Alan and the guys 
back home safe, at least for a little while.
Chris Murphy

Sydney, Australia.
There are other Celtic bands but there is 
only one Battlefield Band.  I’ve heard them 
all, but these guys are the best I’ve worked 
with!  Easy going and pleasant and then 
they go on stage and play great great music 
and always take the audience home with 
them – They will be back next year if I 
have my way.
Barry Gray

Sauga Festival, Cantabria.
The boys simply delighted everybody 
around here. And I have to tell you that this 

has been a GREAT honour for me (both 
dealing with you and also with the band 
and their soundman). I’d love to have them 
in our schedule again despite not usually 
repeating performers this soon –  
I know the audience would be happy.
Rod Gomez
Artistic Director

Philadelphia Museum of Art.
I have to laugh imagining that these four 
- seemingly unassuming - musicians can 
capture the hearts and souls of the audi-
ence within seconds, yet they did just that. 
Their banter and their music is such a great 
combination and to be able to witness the 
cheers and the standing ovation at the end 
of the concert was very gratifying.
Laura Henrich
Evening Programs Director

BILLBOARD •  “What the internationally renowned Irish band The Chieftains has  
done for Irish music, Battlefield Band is doing for the music of Scotland”. 

Join 
us on 

MySpace
.com

Even veteran bands have good nights and 
bad nights, particularly outfits that are 
on the road for months at a time. So 

it’s hard to believe that Scotland’s Battlefield 
Band, a longtime ensemble in the midst of a 
multi-continent tour, put on such a powerful 
performance Wednesday night at the Barns at 
Wolf Trap. It was a wondrous, perfectly paced 
display by musicians firmly in command of their 
art.

The addition of Sean O’Donnell, who coaxed 
marvelously rich tones from his acoustic guitar, 
and the continuing improvement of fiddler 
Alasdair White were vital in achieving the sound 
that the band’s sole founding member, keyboardist 
Alan Reid, has in mind, summed up in the slogan, 
“Forward with Scotland’s past.

Reid, who’s been with the band since it began 
in Glasgow in 1969, plays bass and melodies on 

modern synthesizers, while the “past” aspect of 
the sound is largely provided by Mike Katz, a 
California transplant to Scotland who is an award-
winning bagpiper. The ever-enthusiastic White 
matches Katz’s furious flurries of notes on his 
fiddle, creating a Highland jam that rang in the 
Barns’ rafters.

The vocal aspects were as impressive as the 
instrumentation. Reid’s singing on “Five Bridges,” 
“To a Mouse” and “The Road of Tears” was 
superbly matched by O’Donnell’s, including his 
touching rendition of Tom Waits’s “Shiver Me 
Timbers.”

The band mates’ chemistry at this point is 
uncanny. After all this time, Reid has found his best 
Battlefield Band in years.

Buzz McLain • November 10, 2006

Battlefield Band — 
a powerful performance
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‘First Class’ Washington Post Review
BATTLEFIELD BAND at WOLFTRAP, VIENNA VA, 8th Nov 2006

ALAN REID: Keyboard, accordion, vocals. 
Highland and Small pipes, whistles: MIKE KATZ
ALASDAIR WHITE: Fiddle, Whistle, cittern.

Guitar, vocals: SEAN O’DONNELL

See our 
videos on 
YouTube

.com
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